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ASSOCIATION  OffICCRS  —  Newly-elected  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Ministry  Assistants  Association  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Linda  Coleman,  first  vice- 
president;  Sharon  Brewer,  president;  (back  row,  from  left)  Scheryl  Ng,  area  five  repre¬ 
sentative;  Kay  McDonnell,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB);  Betty  Anne 
Bailey,  chaplain;  Robbie  Linley,  chaplain;  Julie  Field,  area  two  representative;  Lisa 
Thornton,  second  vice-president;  Sandi  Komurke,  area  five  representative;  Dimmie 
Cunningham,  area  nine  representative.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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Crossover  event  to  include  special  needs  children 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)—  The  festival  will  be  in  the  falling  water  to  be  extremely  of  children  wi 

The  Stone  Soup  Festival  pre-  Nashville  Convention  Cen-  calming  and  attracting,"  Ross  one  Friday  nij 
ceding  the  Southern  Baptist  ter's  Grand  Ballroom  June  18  McGary,  a  spokesman  for  Stone  ministers  to 
Convention  armual  meeting  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Parents  Soim,  told  Baptist  Press.  Sunday  a 

promises  to  reach  out  to  the  may  select  a  start  time  for  the  Don  Winget,  chairman  of  the  Fellowship,  a  i 

community  in  a  unicjue  way  by  two-hour  tour  between  those  department  of  astronomy  at  the  Judson  Churcl 
ministering  to  famines  of  chil-  hours,  with  registration  at  University  of  Texas-Austin,  will  Stone  Soup 

dren  with  special  needs.  www.stonesoupnews.com.  share  science-based  experi-  provide  a  way 

The  festival  coincides  with  the  Creation  is  the  theme  for  ences  for  all  ages,  and  the  children  who 

Crossover  Nashville  evangelistic  the  festival,  and  families  will  works  of  renowned  artist  M.C.  to  fully  partici 
event  involving  about  12,(j00  reg-  walk  through  representations  Esher  will  be  on  display  tribute  to  the  C 
istered  volunteers  June  18  prior  of  the  first  seven  days  of  the  throughout  the  festival.  nity  and  to  er 

to  tiiis  year's  Southern  Baptist  earth's  bejginning.  Main  attrac-  The  name  Stone  Soup  is  that  have  addi 

Convenbon  annual  meeting.  tions  include  a  "Rainbow  of  derived  from  an  old  French  their  childrei 
About  150  families  have  Colors"  light  show,  a  waterfall,  children’s  tale  about  a  village  attention  than 
signed  up  to  accompany  their  science-based  experiments,  that  comes  together  for  a  So  far,  aboi 

children  with  ^ecial  needs  music,  animation,  take-home  common  cause.  have  simed  w 

during  the  Stone  Soup  projects  and  sculpting.  The  Stone  Soup  Festival  Stone  §)up  f! 

Festival's  interactive  hands-on  "The  waterfall  is  important  cis  will  be  the  first  such  project  nizers  set  a 

learning  activities  designed  to  most  children  with  special  needs,  for  the  organizers  of  a  min-  helpers.  For  r 
interest  children  and  adults  of  especially  those  with  autism,  istry  with  tne  same  name  that  about  Crosso^ 
all  ages  and  abilities.  find  the  sound  and  motion  of  provides  a  respite  for  parents  to  www.every 
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Whew!  Summer  is  here,  another 
school  year  is  behind  us,  and 
we're  all  ready  to  play  (and  not 
just  the  kids,  either).  VVe  have  a  lot  of  liv¬ 
ing  to  pack  in  to  the  few  short  weeks 
before  school  starts  again.  There's  the  big 
vacation  to  Florida,  the  tee  times  at  the 
country  club,  the  softball  season  leading  to 
championship  playoffs,  the  yard-of-me- 
month  work,  and,  lest  we  forget,  the  sim¬ 
ple  joy  of  relaxation  from  a  strict  schedule 
for  a  few  weeks  as  the  approach¬ 
ing  heat  wave  slows  down 
everyone  and  everything. 

Cme  of  those  things  that  invari¬ 
ably  slows  down  during 
Mi^issippi  summers  is  church  par¬ 
ticipation,  at  least  where 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  concerned. 
Statistics  Dear  out  that  we  tend  to 

Set  a  little  slack  in  our  church  atten- 
ance  and  financial  support  during 
the  summer  months  as  we  put 
away  our  regular  routine,  kick 
back,  and  become  somewhat  self- 
absorbed.  Regrettably,  we  tend  to 
n  H.  develop  a  temporary  tolerance  for 
IS  J  r.  warm  weather  activities  that  would 

take  us  away  from  church. 

It's  an  easy  habit  to  develop, 
given  that  most  churches  also 
give  their  program  workers  a  much- 
deserved  break  during  the  summer.  Royal 
Ambassadors,  Girls  in  Action,  Acteens, 
the  sanctuary  choir,  Bible  studies,  and 
many  other  programmed  activities  of  the 
church  go  on  summer  hiatus. 

That  doesn't  mean  church  shuts  down, 
however,  or  that  church  expenses  take  a 
summer  vacation.  Salaries  still  have  to  be 
paid.  Utility  bills  sHll  show  up  in  the  mail- 


Mississippi  Baptists 
have  been  blessed 
throughout  the  years 
to  have  outstanding  educators 
teaching  in  its  Baptist-affiliat¬ 
ed  schools.  A  few  months  ago 
we  said  goodbye  to  one  of  our 
most  influential  educators 
when  James  L.  Travis  died. 

Travis  was  professor  emer¬ 
itus  of  Blue  Mountain  College 
(BMC).  He  came  to  BMC  as 
head  of  the  Bible  Department 
in  the  summer  of  1960,  short¬ 
ly  after  graduating  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  In  retro¬ 
spect,  his  arrival  seems  provi¬ 
dential  as  BMC  had  only 
recently  opened  its  doors  to 
men  who  were  pfeparing  for 
the  ministry. 

Travis  had  a  brilliant  mind,  a 
caring  heart,  and  a  burning 
desire  to  teach  young  men  who 
had  been  called  into  the  Gospel 
ministry.  With  tireless  energy 
and  undaunted  enthusiasm,  he 
labored  to  build  the  ministerial 
program  at  BMC  until  1996, 
when  he  suffered  a  cerebral 
hemorrhage  which  left  him 
unable  to  meet  the  heavy 
demands  of  teaching. 


box  on  a  regular  schedule,  even  if  we're  not 
showing  up  at  church  on  a  re^lar  sched¬ 
ule.  Pipes  still  leak,  light  bulbs  still  bum 
out,  and  the  office  supply  closet  still  has  to 
be  stocked  with  pencils  and  paper  clips. 

As  we  plunge  into  anotner  delightful 
Mississippi  summer,  let  us  not  fail  to 
include  worship  in  our  plans.  We  owe  it  to 
the  Creator  of  summer  and  summer  fun. 
Our  Lord  yearns  to  be  included  in  every 
aspect  of  our  lives,  so  let's  not  put  Him  on 
the  shelf  for  the  summer.  Let's  remember 
to  honor  our  financial  commitments  to  our 
churches  this  summer,  too. 

Attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  was 
once  a  much-anticipated  rite  of  summer. 
Attendance  has  fallen  off  in  recent  years 
but  then  and  now,  the  days  and  nights  of 
preaching,  worship,  and  praise  are  virtual¬ 
ly  unparalleled  in  the  Protestant  world. 
Sure,  there  are  and  have  been  fights  and 
disagreements  over  the^ears  (we  are 
Baptists,  after  all),  but  ir|s  difficult  to  go 
away  from  an  annual  meeting  of  the 
Soufnem  Baptist  Convention  without  a 
sense  of  the  passion  and  purpose  we  have 
as  a  united  people  dedicated  to  the  idea 
that  we  can  win  the  world  to  Jesus.  The 
same  is  tme  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

The  SdC  annual  meeting  will  be  held 
this  year  on  June  21-22  in  Nashville  — 
barely  more  than  a  tank  of  gas  and  day's 
drive  one-way  for  most  Mississippi 
Baptists.  As  the  annual  meeting  is  inten¬ 
tionally  spread  around  the  country  to 
include  all  Southern  Baptists,  many 
Mississippi  Baptists  often  can't  attend  the 
more  far-flung  meetings.  Not  so  with 


Guest  Opinion: 

A  man  who  made 
a  difference 

By  Ronald  Meeks 
Blue  Mountain  College 


'  YOU  KNOW,  HON  -  CVERV 

CHRISTIAN  OUGHT  TO  TAKC 
SOME  TIME  OFF  OCCASIONALLV, 
TO  RELAX  AMP  reap  A  BOOK, 
QBT  some  sun  I  IT'S  MOT 
WRONG —  ^USt  so  long  AS 
THE  pastor  is  always  ON 
PUTY  back  at  TH6  CHURCH/'' 

/ 


preacher,  and  Bible  teacher. 

During  his  ministry  he  gave 
direction  to  scores  of  churches 
through  his  work  as  an  inter¬ 
im  pastor.  He  preached 

revivals  and  conducted  Winter  Baptists  today,  especially  as 
Bible  Studies  in  hundreds  of  compared  with  other  state 
churches  across  Mississippi,  conventions,  I  cannot  help  but 
His  l(3ve  for  Christ  and  desire  believe  that  it  is  due,  in  part, 
to  build  the  church  led  him  to  to  the  vision  Travis  and  these 
invest  countless  hours  in  other  Baptist  leaders  had  over 
working  With  local  churches  40  years  ago. 
to  heal  their  hurts  and  deal  Perhaps  his  greatest  contrL 
with  their  conflicts.  bution  to  the  kmgdom  and  to 

He  also  made  a  difference  Mississippi  Baptists  was 
as  an  innovative  leader.  Early  through  his  teaching  at  BMC. 
on  in  his  ministry,  Travis,  We  hear  much  discussion  today 
along  with  the  Bible  teachers  about  teaching  and  living  witn 


designed  to  help  these  future 
church  leaders  to  have  a  theo¬ 
logical  and  practical  introduc¬ 
tion  to  their  work.  As  I  look  at 


Nashville,  however,  so.  make  plans  to 
attend  and  represent  your  church  as  a  vot¬ 
ing  messenger. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
being  a  messenger  from  your  church,  talk 
with  your  pastor.  For  more  information  on 
the  annual  meeting,  including  speakers 
and  schedules,  visit  www.sbc.net. 

Whether  it's  the  SBC  annual  meeting  or 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  don't  pass  up  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  the  mighty  work  God  is  accom¬ 
plishing  through  His  people  called  Baptists. 
Just  be  careful  —  you  may  want  to  get 
involved  for  more  than  one  snort  meeting. 


At  the  heart  of  his  teaching 
ministry  was  his  desire  to  help 
the  students  entrusted  to  him 
to  be  effective  servants  for 
Christ.  Perhaps  no  verse  better 
characterizes  his  life  than  2 
Timothy  2:2:  "And  the  things 
that  thou  has  heard  from  me 
among  many  witnesses,  the 
same  commit  thou  to  faithful 
men,  who  shall  be  able  to 
teach  others  also."  He  wanted 
to  pass  along  the  truths  of  the 
Bible  so  that  his  students 
would  pass  it  along  to  others. 

Today  his  students  are 
serving  all  over  the  world. 
Some  serve  in  key  places  of 
leadership  where  they  are 


the  cooperation  of  Mississippi  widely  recognized  and  some 


wciiiaiiua  diung  wun  me  DiDie  teacners  about  teactung  and  livmg  with 

During  his  thirty-six  years  from  the  other  Baptist-affiliat-  passion,  but  Travis  taught  and 
at  Blue  Mountain  College  he  ed  colleges  in  Mississippi,  saw  lived  with  passion  long  before 
rnade  a  difference  for  the  a  need  for  young  ministers  to  it  was  in  vogue  long  before  it 
kingdom  of  God  and  for  understand  what  it  meant  to  was  a  recommended  element  of 
Mississippi  B^tists.  be  a  Baptist.  They  felt  that  the  pedagogy.  His  students  who 

Travis  or  "Doc,"  as  his  stu-  young  men  who  were  prepar-  were  in  his  New  Testament 
dents  called  him,  was  blessed  ing  for  ministrv  in  Baotist  classes  can  remember  hnw 


Travis  or  "Doc,"  as  his  stu¬ 
dents  called  him,  was  blessed 
with  many  gifts  and  sought  to 
use  all  them  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  world.  He  was  an 
effective  preacher  and  became 
known  widely  for  his  work  as 
an  interim  pastor,  revival 
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young  men  wno  were  prepar¬ 
ing  for  ministry  in  Baptist 
churches  needed  to  under¬ 
stand  Baptist  history,  polity, 
and  doctrme.  They  developed 
a  course.  Introduction  to 
Baptist  Life,  which  was  taught 
in  all  the  Baptist  colleges  and 


it  was  in  vogue  long  before  it 
was  a  recommended  element  of 
pedagogy.  His  students  who 
were  in  his  New  Testament 
classes  can  remember  how  as 
he  talked  about  Jesus  his  eyes 
would  well  up  with  tears  and 
his  voice  would  break.  C)ne 
sensed  that  this  man  was  filled 
with  gratitude  for  what  Jesus 
had  done  for  him. 


serve  in  small  quiet  pas¬ 
torates  where  no  one  but  tneir 
members  know  who  they  are- 
but  they  serve.  They  too  make 
a  difference  for  the  kingdom. 

Travis  proved  that  one  does 
,  not  have  to  be  tall  in  stature  to 
_  be  a  big  manyir  leave  large  and 
clear  footprints.  He  showed 
..  that  one  does  not  have  to  be  in 
a  large  place  to  make  an  enor¬ 
mous  impact  for  the  kingdom 
of  God.  His  life  teaches  us  all 
that  one  can  make  a  difference 
if  he  or  she  has  a  mind  that 
seeks  the  truth,  a  heart  that 
loves  the  people,  hands  that  go 
to  work,  and  feet  that  move 
swiftly  to  do  good: 

"Doc"  made  a  difference  in 
this  world  because  he  was  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time,  doing  me  right  thing. 

Meeks  serves  as  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  ofbiblcial  studies  at  BMC. 


Jin>JE  2, 2005 


Big  group  headed  to  world's  mission  fields 


MIDLAND,  Texas  (BP)  — 

The  second-largest  CToup  of  new 
missionaries  in  the  history  of  the 
Southern  BapHst  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  was 
appointed  May  20  during  a  com¬ 
missioning  service  at  ^dland 
College  in  Midland,  Texas. 

All  116  of  the  new  missionar¬ 
ies  share  one  thing  in  common 
—  a  clear  call  from  God  to  go  to 
the  nations  with  the  Gospel. 

Some  heard  His  call  as  children. 

Others  heard  Him  through  the 
voices  and  prayers  of  their  own 
children.  Many  heard  while 
serving  overseas  as  volunteers 
or  short-term  missions  workers. 

They'll  join  more  than  5,200 
others  already  working  around 
the  world. 

Many  of  the  new  workers  did¬ 
n't  tell  the  crowd  their  full  names 
or  where  they're  going  because  of 
the  difficult,  potenti^y  danger¬ 
ous  areas  where  they  will  serve. 

"They  are  going  to  places 
where  a  few  years  ago  we 
would  never  have  imagined 
sending  missionaries,"  said  IMB 
President  Jerry  Rankin,  a  native 
Mississippian  and  CTaduate  of 
Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi 
Colleee  in  Clinton.  "They  have 
found  ^annels  of  creative 
access  to  share  the  Gospel  in  That's  something  this  new 
restricted  countries  and  among  band  of  servants  also  shares 
unreached  people  groups."  with  the  largest-ever  group  of 

Yet  no  matter  how  well  they  new  Southern  Baptist  mission- 
have  prepared  themselves  for  aries  —  the  124  pecmle  who 
the  mission  task,  he  added,  only  were  appointed  in  20Dl,  only 
God  can  accomplish  it  througn  two  months  after  9/11. 
them  as  they  serve  Him. 

"God  doesn't  call  die  Qualified;  God's  voice 

He  qualifies  the  caUed,'  Rankin  •  How  did  God  speak  to  one 
told  the  new  missionaries.  "Your  couple  going  to  Africa?  For  him, 
call  wasn't  to  be  a  missionary.  It  the  voice  Ccime  through  an  athe- 
was  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus.'  ist  college  student  —  and  an 
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MISSION  BOUND —  New  missionary  Karen  Lee  (left)  of  Camarillo, 
Calif.,  receives  her  certificate  of  appointment  from  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  President  jerry  Rankin  during  the  May  20  com¬ 
missioning  service  at  Midland- (Texas)  College.  She  will  serve  in  Africa 
with  her  husband  Richard.  (IMB  photo  by  Bill  Bangham) 


orphan  on  the  streets  of  Calcutta. 

For  her,  it  came  through  a  bum  •  "In  1975  we  began  praying 
victim  in  Bangalore,  India,  and  a  for  Russian  believers  impris- 
six-month-ola  baby  with  AIDS  oned  for  sharing  the  Go^el, 
in  Zimbabwe.  never  imagining  that  God 

"God's  call,  which  has  burned  would  call  us  to  share  the 
in  both  of  our  hearts  since  junior  Gospel  and  plant  churches  in 
high,  is  now  leading  us  to  the  Moscow  alongside  those  heroes 
ends  of  the  earth,"  he  said.  of  faith,"  Charles  Moeller  said, 

•  For  Jonathan  C.,  who  is  his  voice  filled  with  awe. 

on  the  way  to  Asia,  the  deci-  •  "Thirty  years  ago  I  came  to 
sive  moment  came  as  he  told  America  with  the  nope  for  a 
Bible  stories  in  a  West  African  better  life,"  said  one  of  the  18 
village.  "Four  men  were  invit-  ethnic  Asians  appointed.  "I  got 
ed;  22  came,"  he  recounted,  much  more  than  that.  Now  im 
"God  said,  'This  is  what  I  going  back  [to  Asia]  to  share 
want  you  to  do.'"  tne  messings." 

•  "After  being  a  police  officer  •  "Showing  my  toddler  pho- 

for  nine  years,  God  told  me  to  no  tos  of  children  of  south  Asia,  I 
longer  put  people  in  jail,  but  to  told  her.  These  children  don't 
set  them  free  with  the  Gospel,"  know  Jesus,'"  another  new  mis- 
anothef  appointee  said.  sionary  related.  "She  said, 

•  "A  missionaiy  came  to  'Mommy,  you've  got  to  tell 'em.'" 
speak  at  our  church  last  sum-  •  "We  were  seeking  the 
mer,  and  God  spoke  six  words  American  dream,"  said  Angie 
that  freaked  me  out:  'You  need  W,  also  going  to  south  Asia 
to  walk  this  road,"'  recounted  with  her  nusband.  "Little  did 
Roger  L.,  also  going  to  Asia.  "I  we  know  that  God  had  a 
said,  'God,  you  ve  got  the  wrong  greater  plan.  As  we  looked  for  a 
man.'  He  said,  'No,  I  don't.'  So  I  reason,  a  purpose  for  living, 
said,  'Here  I  am.  S^d  me.'"  God  told  us  to  first  seek  Him.^ 
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Church  sign  removed 

FOREST  CITY,  N.C.  (BP)  —  After  receiving  volumes  of  nega¬ 
tive  feedback  over  a  sign  carrying  a  disrespectful  message  about 
the  Korcin,  ^e  Muslim  noly  book,  outside  me  church  where  he  is 
pastor,  Creighton  Lovelace  has  apologized  for  his  actions  and 
says  he  wilTiemove  the  sign.  In  a  statement  relecised  May  25, 
Lovelace  said  he  "did  not  realize  how  people  of  the  Muslim  faifii 
view  tt\e  Koran  —  that  devoted  Muslims  view  it  more  highly 
than  many  in  fiie  U.S.  view  the  Bible.  Now  I  realize  how  offensive 
this  is  to  them,  and  after  praying  about  it,  I  have  chosen  to 
remove  the  sign,"  he  said.  "I  apologize  for  posting  tiiat  message 
and  deeply  regret  that  it  has  offended  so  many  m  the  Muslim 
conununity."  Creighton  is  pastor  of  Danieltown  Church  in 
Rutheiiford  Coimty,  N.C.,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC).  The  portable  display  in  frcwit  of  the 
church  read,  "The  Koran  needs  to  be  flushed."  ^e  sign  was  an 
apparent  reference  to  a  Newsweek  article,  since  retracted,  that 
alleged  that  U.S.  interrogators  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  had 
placed  copies  of  Islam’s  holy  book  in  washrooms  and  Lad  flushed 
one  down  the  toilet  to  get  inmates  to  talk.  The  article  incited 
deadly  riots  in  Afgluinistan  and  caused  large  protests  in  Muslim 
countries  aroimd  the  world.  In  his  apology,  Creighton  said  his 
intentions  were  only  to  remind  people  of  me  importance  of  the 
Bible,  not  to  disrespect  anotirer  religion's  holy  book.  "I  firmly 
believe  that  the  Bible  is  God's  Word  —  that  it  is  indeed  the  only 
divine  written  revelation  from  God,"  he  said.  "I  also  firmly 
believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  means  of  salvation  available 
to  mankind.  Today,  I  believe  these  truths  more  than  ever  before. 
When  I  posted  flie  sign  in  front  of  the  church,  it  was  my  intent 
only  to  affirm  and  exaut  ttte  Bible  and  its  teachings,"  he  added.  "It 
was  certainly  not  my  intent  to  insult  any  people  of  faifli,  but 
instead  to  remind  the  people  in  this  community  of  the  preemi¬ 
nence  of  God's  Word."  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  of  me  SBC 
Executive  Committee,  expressed  disapproval  of  the  sigri  May  24, 
notiiur  that  Southern  Baptists  seek  to  relate  to  Muslims  in  a 


Floyd  Higginbotham,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Lincoln 
County,  begins  a  ministry  of  providing  free  air  transportation  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  need  organ  transplants. 


Sensing  an  opportunity  to  fight  crime  and  Satan  at  the  same  time 
by  getting  to  know  local  residents,  members  of  Forrest  Avenue 
Church,  Biloxi,  organize  the  first  church-sponsored  Neighborhood 
Watch  program  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 


At  least  62  members  of  the  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  are  planning  to  attend  the  Ninth  Congress  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  to  be  held  in  Royal  Albert  Hall,  London. 


The  Baptist  Record 


Jesus  Christ 

Requests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  deathvf/  repent.) 

3'.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  liv'e  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  belieiv  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Check  out  the 
Background  Checks 

When  a  church  is  filling  a 

f>osition  of  service,  whether  it  is 
or  the  pastor  or  another  staff 
position,  it  is  an  important  time 
of  decision  and  an  opportunity 
to  serve  the  Lord  and  His  peo¬ 
ple.  In  the  process  that  takes 
place  in  filling  a  position  one  of 
the  most  critical  aspects  of  that 
endeavor  is  to  checkout  the 
background  checks.  Regardless 
of  the  position,  whether  it  is  for 
pastor,  youth,  music,  childcare, 
secretarial,  or  administrative 
position,  check  out  the  back¬ 
ground  checks. 

It  is  amazing  how  many 
times  that  no  check  is  ever 
made  from  the  reference  list. 
They  just  imore  checking  any¬ 
thing  out.  Later,  problems  arise 
and  often  the  problems  could 
have  been  seen  before  the  per¬ 
son  was  ever  hired.  It  is  a  fact 
that  it  is  a  whole  lot  easier  not 
to  call  someone  than  it  is  to  call 
them  and  then  try  to  figure  out 
how  you  will  let  them  go.  So  let 
me,  encourage  you  to  check  out 
the  background  checks. 

There  are  a  number  of  prob¬ 
lems  related  to  doing  or  not 
doing  background  checks.  The 
first  that  1  near  the  most  about 
is  tliat  whether  it  is  the  person¬ 
nel  committee,  search  commit¬ 
tee,  or  the  pastor  it  is  often 
assumed  that  the  people  on  the 
reference  list  will  give  a  good 
reference.  They  think  that  the 
person  would  not  have  put 
them  on  the  form  if  they  were 
not  going  to  give  them  a  good 
reference.  WRONG!  Sometimes 
people  list  names  without  ask¬ 
ing  permission,  and  there  are 
times  when  they  even  put 
down  names  of  people  they  do 
not  even  know. 


‘VirecU 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


You  may  think  that  sounds 
incredible  and  it  is,  but  this  has 
happened  to  me  a  number  of 
times.  1  have  received  a  call 
from  someone  wanting  to  check 
a  reference  because  my  name 
was  listed.  I  did  not  know,  had 
never  met,  and  had  never  even 
heard  of  the  person  who  put  my 
naihe  on  the  list.  Honestly,  when 
this  happens  I  begin  to  think,  "I 
must  be  in  the  early  stage  or 
some  stage  of  Alzheimer's  dis¬ 
ease."  Then  sure  enough  I  dis¬ 
cover  that  1  have  never  laid  eyes 
on  these  folks.  Sometimes  peo¬ 
ple  assume  that  neither  the  com¬ 
mittee  nor  anyone  else  is  going 
to  check  these  references.  It 
might  look  good  to  have  the 
name  of  the  executive  director 
of  the  Convention  on  my  refer¬ 
ence  list.  I  certainly  do  not  mind 
my  name  being  listed,  but  I 
would  prefer  that  they  ask  me 
or  at  least  that  I  know  the  per¬ 
son  requesting  a  referral. 

The  other -issue  that  folks  do 
not  consider  is  that  sometimes  in 
the  reference  process  the  perstm 
being  considered  might  not  fit 
the  position  being  offered.  The 
persons  listed  as  references  can 
nelp  a  committc'e  or  a  designat¬ 
ed  person  clarify  if  they  think  it 
would  be  a  good  connection. 
Personally,  I  genuinely  want  to 
serve  the  Loro,  but  if  I  was  being  - 
considered  for  the  position  of 
minister  of  music,  I  am  confident 


that  all  of  the  references  given  to 
a  committee  would  advise  you 
to  run.  So  check  out  the  back¬ 
ground  checks  in  order  to  get  a 
sense  of  the  person's  potential 
for  a  position. 

Another  significant  issue 
related  to  background  checks  is 
to  listen  to  what  the  person  is 
saying.  You  must  be  thoughtful, 
you  need  to  be  cautious,  and 
you  certainly  need  to  be  dis¬ 
criminating  to  understand  what 
is  being  said.  In  the  legal  arena 
it  is  called  "due  diligence."  Get 
all  of  the  information  you  can, 
understand  it  as  best  you  can 
from  your  sources,  and  relate  it 
to  the  situation  and  circum¬ 
stances.  You  are  not  just  looking 
for  dirt,  but  you  are  looking  for 
God's  continuing  affirmation  in 
the  search.  Similarly,  if  some¬ 
one  has  reason  to  raise  a  red 
^flag,  do  not  just  ignore  it. 

Some  years  ago  I  received  a 
call  related  to  a  person  about  a 
staff  position  ana  after  they  had 
gone  through  their  question¬ 
naire  they  had  one  final  ques¬ 
tion  to  ask  me.  "If  you  had 
opportunity  to  have  this  indi- 
viaual  on  your  staff,  would  you 
hire  this  person?"  After  a  brief 
pause  I  said,  "No."  Then  the 
person  asked,  "What  did  you 
say?"  1  said,  "Absolutely  not!" 
Now  I  had  tried  to  be  careful 
and  yet  very  forthright  in  my 
answers,  but  the  questioner  had 


paid  little  or  no  attention  to 
what  I  had  said.  Basically,  they 
had  met  with  this  person, 
decided  they  wanted  to  call  the 
person,  and  were  ignoring 
everything  they  were  being 
told.  When  asked  the  question,  I 
knew  that  I  would  not  hire  this 
person  arid  so  I  said,  "No."  The 
committee  went  straight  ahead, 
called,  and  moved  the  person 
on  the  church  field  and  within 
six  months  had  to  dismiss  this 
person  from  their  ministry  staff. 

When  you  call  people  for  a 
background  check,  don't 
always  take  everything  at  face 
value.  Allow  some  room  for 
misinterpretation,  misunder¬ 
standing,  or  even  misguided 
thinking,  but  if  you  contmue  to 
receive  the  same  red  flags, 
don't  drive  off  a  cliff. 

So  let  me  sum  up  by  saying, 
"Check  out  the  background 
checks."  Then  do  the  following 
things  before,  during,  and  after 
you  call  the  person. 

1.  Pray  —  Seek  and  never 
stop  seeking  God's  guidance. 

2.  Process  —  Step  by  step, 
open  door  after  open  door,  and 
keep  moving  forward  as  long  as 
God  is  giving  you  affirmation. 

3.  Proceed  to  the  celebraHon 
of  God  bringing  a  new  servant 
into  the  vineyard  where  you  live. 

You  will  be  thankful  a  thou¬ 
sand  times  that  you  did  the 
background  checks  and  if  you 
do  not  do  the  background 
checks,  you  will  regret  it  ten 
thousand  times.  Just  remember 
as  you  go  through  the  process 
of  looking  for  a  new  pastor  or 
other  staff  member,  cneck  out 
the  background  checks. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Crews  retires  from  SBC's  Golden  Gate  Seminary 


MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  —  The  life 
and  presidency  of  Golden  Gate  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary's  William  "Bill"  O. 
Crews  was  celebrated  April  12  at  a  retire¬ 
ment  dinner  attended  by  trustees,  facul¬ 
ty,  staff  and  friends. 

Crews  served  as  president  from  1986- 
2003.  During  that  time,  more  than  2,500 
seminary  graduates  served  as  Christian 
leaders  or  missionaries  in  30  countries 
around  the  world. 

"The  word  'leadership'  defines  Bill 
Crews,"  current  seminary  president  Jeff 
lorg  said,  adding  that  Crews  has  been  a 
mentor  and  friend  to  him  for  many  years. 

lorg  told  those  in"  attendance  Crews 
deserves  the  accolades  he  has  received. 
He  said  Crews  comforted  him  when  he 
was  seriously  ill  and  "helped  me  learn 
the  things  that  were  happening  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention."  lorg  told 
Crews,  "You  have  been  a  constant  source 
of  confidence  and  stability  during  the 
transition  to  a  new  administration." 

"Thank  you  for  a  remarkable  legacy," 
faculty  spokesman  John  Shouse  told 
Crews,  aclding  that  one  of  Crews’  great¬ 
est  contributions  was  in  creating  a  close 
connection  between  the  seminary  and 
the  churches  it  serves. 

Crews  said  he  was  "grateful"  for  the  18 
years  he  served  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary. 

"I  am  also  grateful  for  those,  who 
from  1859  to  the  present,  have  made  the 


Crews 


seminary 
dream  come 
true,"  he  said, 
referencing  the 
seminary's 
19th-century 
roots.  The  sem¬ 
inary  officially 
opened  a  cen¬ 
tury  later,  in 
1959.  "We're 
stewards  of 
their  dream  of 
shaping  effec¬ 
tive  leaders  for 
the  churches  of 
tomorrow."  - 

Several  hundred  friends  and  col¬ 
leagues  attended  the  dinner  and  heard 
praises  from  representatives  of  the  facul- 
ty,  students,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  Marion  County  com¬ 
munity. 

Crews  became  the  sixth  president  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  December 
1986,  transitioning  to  the  role  of  chancel¬ 
lor  in  2003.  He  replaced  Frank  Pollard, 
who  resigned  to  accept  the  call  to  pastor 
First  Church,  Jackson,  for  a  second  time. 

Crews  came  to  the  seminary  from 
Riverside,  Calif.,  where  he  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Magnolia  Avenue  Church  for  eight 
years.  Previously  he  served  as  a  pastor  at 
churches  in  Washington,  Oregon,  and 


Texas.  He  also  served  on  the  staff  of  the 
Northwest  Baptist  Convention. 

He  served  on  the  seminary  board  of 
trustees  from  1982-86.  He  has  also  served 
as  president  of  the  Northwest  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  California  Soutnern 
Baptist  Convention.  His  local  community 
activities  include  the  boards  of  the  Marin 
County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  North 
Bay  Council,  and  Marin  General  Hospital. 

Crews  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
from  Hardin-Simmons  University  and  a 
bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

He  earned  his  doctor  of  ministry  degree 
from  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  December 
2000.  He  was  awarded  two  honorary 
degrees  in  1987:  the  doctor  of  humanities 
degree  from  Hardin-Simmons  University 
in  Texas  and  the  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  California  Baptist  University. 

During  his  tenure  as  Golden  Gate 
president,  the  seminary  established  new 
campuses  in  Phoenix,  Az.,  (1995)  and 
Denver,  Co.  (1996). 

The  seminary  also  achieved  accredita¬ 
tion  approval  to  offer  full  masters  degrees 
at  all  five  of  the  seminary's  campuses. 

Golden  Gate  Seminary  is  a 
Cooperative  Program  ministry  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  oper¬ 
ates  five  campuses  in  Northern  California, 
Southern  California,  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  Arizona,  and  Colorado. 
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Blackaby  looks  back  on  Experiencing  God 


people,"  he  said.  "We  hear  how  life  being  able  to  jpar- 
their  lives  have  been  changed."  ticipate  with  Him. 

Blackaby  gets  more  than  2,000  Even  though  he 
invitations  a  year  to  speak  and  has'  influenced 
lead  conferences  around  the  countless  people 
world  based  on  the  Experiencing  through  his  Bible 
God  message.  Accepting  all  studies,  devotion-  i 
those  is  humanly  impossible,  so  als,  books  and  con-  J 
how  does  he  choose?  ferences,  Blackaby  I 

"I  have  to  make  certain  I  makes  it  a  priority  M 
have  a  discerning  spirit,"  he  to  keep  his  own  m 
said.  "The  size  or  location  of  an  daily  appoint- 
event  is  not  important.  1  look  ment  with  God. 
and  determine  if  God  is  already  Blackaby  is 
at  work.  And  1  won't  do  an  proud  that  all  five 
event  if  I  feel  like  1  have  been  of  his  children  IH 
invited  just  because  my  pres-  and  their  spous-  £9 
ence  will  draw  a  crowd."  es  are  involved 

Experiencing  God  has  in  ministry  and  KM 

E roved  to  be  an  important  missions. 

ifeWay  resource  for  reaching  Richard  is  pres- 
into  other  cultures.  ident  of  the  mjjtSM 

"Experiencing  God  is  one  Canadian 
of  those  resources  that  has  Seminary  in  ^^^M 
translated  well  to  the  needs  of  Cochrane,  ^^^M 
our  overseas  churches,"  said  Alberta;  Mel 
Luis  Lopez 


of  LifeWay's  inter- 
nafional  department.  "It's 
been  on  the  market  for  15 
years  and  people  have 
become  very  familiar  with  it. 

"In  South  Africa,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  we  have  done  weekend 
studies  similar  to  the 
Experiencing  God  weekends 
that  we  do  here,  and  churches 
have  had  tremendous  results 
from  those,"  Lopez  said. 

Through  a  partnership  with 

•  God  invites  you  to  become  LifeWay  Brazil,  more  than 
involved  with  Him  in  His  work.  80,000  copies  of  Experiencing 

•  God  speaks  by  the  Holy  God  in  Portuguese  nave  been 

^  ■^he  Bible,  sold.  "In  Latin  American 

es  and  the  churches,  discipleship  is  a 
mself.  His  major  concern  and 
^ays-  Experiencing  God  has  been  a 

I  for  you  to  wonderful  blessing,"  Lopez 
vays  leads  said.  "The  seven  realities  speak 
belief  that  cross-culturally." 
tion.  ,  In  addition  to  Spanish  and 
ske  major  French,  the  62  langu^es  into 
life  to  join  which  Experiencing  God  has 
oing.  been  translated  include 

enow  God  Burmese,  Thai,  Maasai,  Turkish, 
you  obey  Greek,  Kurdish  and  Polish, 
omplishes  In  January  LifeWay  released 

ou-  A  40-Day  Experience:  Reality, 

t  time  was  7  Truths  from  Experiencing 
,  construct-  God,  by  Henry  and  Richard 
d  authored  Blackaby.  It  uses  the  popular 
;,  based  on  40-day  format  to  capture  the 
ce  presen-  impact  of  an  Experiencing 
rrently  an  God  weekend  overview.  The 
leadership  workbook,  leader  kit  and  DVD 
'area.  draw  from  The  7  Realities  of 

jod  set  a  Experiencing  God  Video 
^rkbooks,"  Series  and  the  Experiencing 
ideotaped  God  Day  by  Day  Devotional, 
to  groups  Experiencing  God  also  is 

ranscribed  available  as  an  online  study  at 


SWEET  MUSIC  —  In  addition  to  the  four  to  five  hours  Henry 
Blackaby  spends  each  day  in  Bible  study  and  prayer,  he  enjoys 
playing  the  piano  at  his  Atlanta  home.  (BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville) 


Coker  Creek  Village  Adventure  &  Retreat  Center 

A  Christian  facility  for  groups  size  8  to  400 
Activities  include; 

Rafting  the  Oco^  •  trail  rides  •  climbing  tower 
&  mountain  biking 
A  relaxed  mountain  retreat  with: 

Great  meals  •  meeting  rooms  •  bunkhouse  lodging  • 
activity  staff  •  300  acres  &  streams 
Special  events  include: 

•  Last  Fling  of  Summer  •  the  colors  of  Autumn  • 

Harvest  celebration  &  Winterfest 

Weekend  specials:  arrive  Friday,  leave  Sunday 
Arrive  Saturday  noon,  leave  Sunday  afternoon 


ATLANTA  (BP)  — 

Experiencing  God:  flowing 
and  Doing  the  Will  of  God,  has 
a  simple  but  challenging  mes¬ 
sage:  Find  out  where  God  is  at 
work  and  join  Him  there. 

Fifteen  years  after  its  release, 
the  workbook  by  Henry 
Blackaby  and  Claude  King  con¬ 
tinues  to  change  lives.  Pubushed 
by  LifeWay  Cfestian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  it  has  sold  more 
than  four  million  cemies  and  has 
been  licensed  in  6z  languages, 
from  Chinese  and  Mongolian  to  by  experiencr 
Hebrew  and  Arabic.  Him  and  He 

A  Canadian,  Blackaby  was  His  work  thro 
pastor  at  Faith  Church  in  King,  who  < 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan,  for  12  an  editor  at  Lif 
years  and  then  served  as  director  ed  the  workbex 
of  missions  in  Vancouver  for  two  its  learning  act 
years  before  moving  to  the  Blackaby's  cor 
United  States  to  become  director  tations.  King 
of  prayer  and  spiritual  awaken-  editor  in  chief  i 
ing  at  the  North  American  and  adult  publ 
Mission  Board  (NAMB).  He  later  " Experience 

served  as  special  assistant  to  the  new  model  f( 

E residents  of  NAMB,  the  King  said. 

itemational  Mission  Board,  and  Henry  as  he  s 
LifeWay.  Since  his  retirement,  he  at  Giorieta,  tl 
has  devoted  his  time  to  Blackaby  the  tapes  and 
Ministries  International,  based  in  as  a  first-perse 
suburbein  Atlanta.  added  the  lear 

"Experiencing  God  is  my  King  said 
life's  message,"  Blackaby  said.  God  was  diffc 
"It's  how  I  had  always  under-  Southern  Bapt 
stood  and  walked  with  God.  tomed  to  stud 
This  is  how  I  pastored  and  led  a  program,  bu 
God's  people.'^  "As  people  be 

The  message  of  to  the  messa^ 
Experiencing  built  book,  we  saw 

upon  what  Blackaby  calls  the  he  said. 
"Seven  Realities":  \  Blackaby's  I 

•  God  is  always  at  work  considerably  i 
around  you.  book's  release. 

•  God  pursues  a  continuing  parts  is  now,  ev 
love  relationship  with  you  that  Marilynn  (his 
is  real  and  personal.  the  most  wond 


l^arge  Selection  •  New  &  Pre>C>wned 
'IVemendous  Savii^  •  Immediate  Delivery  — 

Check  out  the  Churdi  Bos  SectkHi  on  onrwdb  site! 

www.busgroup.com 

Georgia  Louisiana  Mississippi 

866.287.4768  866.726.5142  800.423.9826 
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Eaves  &  wife  Anna 


Mt.  Gilead,  Meridian, 
called  Gilbert  Eaves  asjpastor 
April  10.  Shown  are  Gilbert 
and  his  wife,  Anna. 

Keith 
Sanders  was 
called  as  pastor 
of  First  Church, 


where  he  has 
served  as  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  for 
the  previous  Sanders 
two  years. 

Sanders  is  the  former  pastor  of 
French  Camp  Church,  French 
Camp,  and  is  the  son  of 
Wayne  Sanders  of  Noxapater. 

Rocky  Creek,  Lucedale, 
recently  called  Michael  D. 
Morgan  as  minister  of  stu¬ 
dents.  Morgan  served  as  min¬ 
ister  of  students  at  First 
Church,  Enterprise,  Ala. 


m 


Bouchillon 


First  Church, 
Greenwood,  has 


Bouchillon  as 
minister  of 
music/educa¬ 
tion.  He  and  his 


come  from  First 
Church,  Eupora. 


Johnny 
Sykes,  Brook- 
haven,  has  gone 
to  the  Tri- 
County  Assoc¬ 
iation  of  Ark¬ 
ansas  as  Assoc- 
iational  Missions 
Oirectpr.  Sykes 
comes  from 
Longview 
Church,  Pontotoc. 


Sykes 


Martiii  Northarn 
PO  Box  1301 
BontomAR  71010-1301 


00(M<Oa007 
S01-31M100 
Flu  501-3103110 


1 .  Baptized  in  a  Pond,  Eagle  Ridge  Community  Church,  Raymond 


2.  Nicaragua  Mission  Trip,  Carterville  Church,  Petal 


1.  Eagle  Ridge  Community 
Church,  Raymond,  held 

-  Baptized  in  a  Pond  May  15 
at  Canaan  Plantation,  bap¬ 
tizing  seven.  Shown  is 
Bryan  Presson,  pastor,  with 
Walker  Wilson. 

2.  Leland  Hogan,  pastor  of 
Carterville  Church,  Petal, 
led  a  team  of  47  doctors,  den¬ 
tists,  nurses,  ministers  and 
lay  people  on  a  week-long 
mission  trip  to  Nicaragua. 
The  team  operated  out  of 
several  small  school  build¬ 
ings  in  the  village  of  San  Jose 
de  Gracias,  meeting  the 
physical  and  spiritual  needs 
of  the  Nicaraguan  nationals. 

3.  Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  recently  held 
their  annual  RA  and  GA 
recognition.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

4.  The  Fran  Buckley  Women 
on  Mission  group  of  First 
Church,  McComb,  recently 
met  for  Bible  study  and 
remember  the  birth  of 
WMU  in  May,  1888.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

5.  A  group  of  17  senior  adults 
from  First  Church,  Mc- 
Laurin,  recently  traveled  to 
Mobile,  Ala.,  to  tour 
BeUingrath  Gardens.  Shown 
are  the  participants.  Also,  a 
group  of  WMIJ  ladies  and 


Souses  traveled  to  LT's 
itfish  Place  in  Purvis  for 
an  evening  of  fellowship 
and  food. 

6.  Friendship  Church,  Aber¬ 
deen,  is  hosting  Marty 
Funderburke  in  concert 
June  25,  6:30  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  received. 

7.  The  fourth  annual  Summer 
Blast  will  be  held  July  15  - 
16,  at  the  New  Albany 
^ortsPlex,  New  Albany. 
The  ministry  began  as  a 
community  project  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  young  people  and 
to  give  Chrishan  teenagers 
and  young  adults  a  place  to 
bring  their  unsaved 
friends.  Friday  night  is 
Southern  Gospel  night,  fea¬ 
turing  David  Jeremiah,  the 
CrabB  family.  Gold  City, 
and  Dennis  Swanberg. 
Saturday  is  contemporary 
night,  featuring  Pillar, 
Tree63,  Tony  Nolan,  and 
Extreme  Team  Bikes.  Gates 
open  5:30  p.m.  Friday  and 
2:30  p.m.  Saturday.  There  is 
an  admission  charge.  The 
event  is  sponsored  By  sev¬ 
eral  community  organiza¬ 
tions,  businesses,  churches, 
and  the  Union  County 
Association.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  534-5829  or 
(662)  266-1887,  or  visit 
www.newalbanysum- 
merblast.com. 


f 


filEir  NiriON  INVESTMENT  SONP. 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8% 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prmpectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  urxieftakirfg.  Read  it  carefolly 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bor>ds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subfecl  to  availability. 


CALL  OR  RETURN  TH5  TO: 


4.  Fran  Buckley  Women  on  Mission  group,  First  Church,  McComb 


ncase  wnd  me  Infemutlon  on  the  Flnt  Mortal* 
Oiurdi  3ondi  cumntly  Mng  oflnvd  by 
.  CiMt  Nadon  Inwontni  Corp. 


3.  RA  and  GA  Recognition,  Williamsville  Church,  Kosciusko 


5.  Senior  adults  trip.  First  Church,  McLaurin 
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Obituakils 


8.  Plainway  Church,  Laurel, 
recently  held  homecoming 
services.  Shown  are  the 
church's  three  pastors: 
Nonnie  Jefcoat,  Harold  C. 
Ishee,  and  Kent  McGehee. 


11.  Grays  Creek  Church, 
Hernando,  is  presenting 
America  We  Must  Not 
Forget,  a  musical  patriotic 
call  for  revival  in  America 
to  honor  unsung  heroes. 
Performances  are  July  8,  7 
p.m.  and  July  10, 11  a.m. 

12.  Thompson  Church, 
Smithdale,  is  hosting  its 
first  Family  Fun  Day, 
Summerfest  2005,  Jime  ll 
at  4  p.m.  Activities  include 
games  for  children,  remote 
car  races,  battery  powered 
jeep  races,  a  4-wheeler 
mud  bog,  space  walks, 
and  a  dunking  booth.  At  7 
p.m.  New  Life  Country 
Gospel  will  present  an 
old-fashioned  sing.  Con¬ 
cessions  are  availaole.  For 
more  information,  call 
(601)  567-9552  or  (601) 
684-8044. 


9.  The  Mt.  Gilead  Church, 
Meridian,  B.Y.W.  held  a 
banquet  for  the  senior 
adults  April  30.  The  church 
also  held  a  recognition  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  senior  adults 
May  1,  with  the  senior 
choir  providing  the  special 
music.  Gilbert  Eaves,  pas¬ 
tor;  Janice  Powell,  senior 
adult  coordinator.  Shown 
are  the  senior  adults. 


Charles 
Hubert  Melton, 
Jr.,  passed  away 
May  21,  with  ser¬ 
vices  held  at  First 
Church,  Newton, 
and  internment  in 
the  Newton 
Masonic 
Cemetery. 

Melton  was  on  the  faculty  of 
Clarke  College  from  1962  until 
his  retirement  and  was  also 
director  of  missions  for 
Newton  Association.  In  1978 
he  was  appointed  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Task  Force  for 
Blind  Ministry.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Vera  Virginia, 
Newton;  a  daughter,  a  sister, 
and  five  grandsons. 


Melton 


8.  Homecoming  Services,  Plainway  Church,  Laurel 


10.  Southside  Church,  Aber¬ 
deen,  ordained  George 
Collins,  Jr.,  to  the  Gospel 
minispy  May  15.  Shown  is 
Dennis  Sullivan,  pastor, 
Southside,  and  Collins. 


1 0.  Ordination,  Southside  Church,  Aberdeen 


9.  Senior  Adults,  Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Meridian 


A  Christian  Community  for  Adults  with 
Mental  Retardation 

80  Acres  -  Madison  County 

Phase  1  Construction  in  2005 

- 

By  God’s  Blessings  and  Your  Generdshy 


Fot^ktore  Information: 


Just  For  the  Record 


MS  Positions 


BOOKSTORE  MANAGER:  PINE- 
LAKE  CHURCH  in  Brandon,  Miss.,  is 
seeking  a  part-time  Bookstore  man¬ 
ager  to  direr  t  the  start  up  and  ongo¬ 
ing  operation  of  i)ur  new  bookstore. 
The  manager  will  lead  a  dedicated 
team  of  volunteers  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  a  high  level  of  customer  service, 
efficiency,  and  accuracy  in  all 
asper  ts  of  the  bookstore  operation. 
Additional  intormation  regarding  the 
()osition  and  the  ability  to  submit  a 
resume  caii  be  located  in  the 
employment  section  of  our  website 
at  www.pinelake.org. 

PLEASANT  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
will  be  accepting  resumes  for  church 
secretary  until  lune  8,  2005. 

Interested  parties  should  send  their 
resumes  to  PHBC,  1  583  Pleasant 
Hill  Road,  Columbus,  MS  .39702, 
attn:  personnel  committee.  _ 


14.  5th  and  6th  Grade  Bible  Drillers,  Williamsville  Church,  Kosciusko 


13.  3rd  Grade  Bible  Drillers,  Williamsville  Church,  Kosciusko 


Shown  are  Sarah  and  Kelly 
Quick  with  helpers,  Kathy 
Barnes  and  Lenita  Gentry. 


PART-TIME  COOK  needed  to  pre¬ 
pare  Wednesday  night  fellowship 
meals.  Send  resume  to  Hillcrest 
Bafttist  Church,  5950  Terry  Road, 
Byram,  MS  39272,  or  call  (6011 
372-0132. 


FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  located 
on  the  corner  ot  Northside  Drive 
and  .Manhattan  in  North  lackson, 
wants  to  hire  a  full  or  part-time  per¬ 
son  who  is  interested  in  outreach  for 
children,  the  homebound  and  elder¬ 
ly  in  the  church.  If  you  are  interest¬ 
ed,  please  send  your  resume  or  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  ('>reg  Wolfe,  pastor,  P.O. 
Box  13675,  lackson,  MS  39236  or 


14.  Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  congratulates 
their  fifth  and  sixth  grade 
state  Bible  drill  partici¬ 
pants.  Shown  are  Cormer 
and  Casey  Pounders,  Sarah 
Plunkett,  Samantha  Clark, 
Anna  Miles;  helpers:  Jimmy 
and  Ann  Williamson. 


BAPTISTS 


phone  (601)  368-2983 


15.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  Williamsville  Church,  Kosciusko 


CHURCH  SECRETARY;  full-time 
opening  for  publications,  media, 
and  music  ministry  secretary. 
Highland  Baptist  Church,  2513  N. 
7th  Avenue,  Laurel,  MS  39440.  Visit 
church  website  at  www.highland- 
church.net.  From  website  menu, 
select  "HBC  Employment  Opportu¬ 
nities"  for  more  information. 


\/Uit 


15.  Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  congratulates 
their  Youth  Bible  drillers. 


Hearina  is  Believin 


PART-TIME  NURSERY  WORKERS. 

Energetic,  with  a  smile  on  their 


^  For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1 -800-844-1 200  or  Hattiesburg  1  •800-644-5821 
‘  orgoonlineatwww.audioservices.org 

Sessional  Sound  A 

SERVICES 

rch/ School /Commercial  a  omskm  of  Mississippi  music  incorporated 


Making  preventive  care  affordable 
Making  a  difference. 


Classified  Ads 


When  it  comes  to  your  health,  an  ounce  of  prevention  can  be 
worth  so  much  more  than  a  pound  of  cure-it  can  be  lifesaving. 
Thats  why  Baptist  Health  Systems  is  proud  to  offer  clinically 
significant  preventive  screenings  at  an  affordable  price.  We  think 
it  can  make  a  real  difference  in  our  community. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  patio  covers,  screen  arxl  glass  rooms.  (601)  students.Sixthgrade-college/coordi- 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners.  nating  recreation  activities.  Four  year 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian,  degree/seminary  preferred.  Must  have  a 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com.  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations  passion  for  soul-winning  and  desciple- 
AFFORDABLE”  BEACHSfbE  VACATION  to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705.  ship  of  students.  Send  resumes  to  FBC 
CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  PIANO,  GRAND  KNABE,  b'l".  Ebony,  Mt.  Olive,  3200  Mt  Olive  Rd,  Mt.Olive, 
All  size  units  available.  Summer  special,  PDS  disc  system  with  record,  modulate,  AL  35117,  attn:  D.  Alford  or  huguley- 

2  night  weekend  $195,  4  weeknights  orchestra.  Superb  action  and  tone,  family@bellsouth.net.  _ 

$4  50.  Efficiencv  unit  (2  adults  2  kids).  Absolutely  new  condition.  A  $17,000  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
Good  5/26  -  8/6,  (205)  556-0368  or  value  at  S 1 2,900.  Call  Mike  at  (601 )  267-  interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
1205)  554-1524.  8480,  N^otiable.  service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 

NOMIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  FOR  SALE:  EIGHTEEN  PASSENGER  wyvw.  lowermy  phonebi  1 1  .com/baroldtt. _ 

INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  MINI  BUS,  1988  Ford  diesel,  good  HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor-  condition.  $3,000.  Cedar  Haven  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 

mation  call  (662)  45  5-7424  or  fax  us  at  Baptist  Church,  (662)  895-5603.  Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. _ 

(662)  455-6743. _  SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  DELTA  DOVE  HUNTING,  SUNFLOW- 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  scrv-  CONDO  RENTAL.  Like  home,  all  new  ERS  AND  CRAIN  FIELDS.  One  hour 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps,  breath-  north  of  Jackson,  www.fowlmood.com, 

605-2970.  _  faking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets.  Call  (888)  (662)  326-8792. _ 

SEBREN  S  SIDING,  lACKSON,  CHRISTIAN  879-0388  or  BucrtK)m7 1@dol.com. _  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 

OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  .MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS/RECRE-  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 
siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs,  ATION  —  responsible  for  approx.  100  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


For  mors  information  or  to  schoduio  an  appointment  for  the 
Every  Day  Heart  Day  screenings.  Protect  8i  Detect  Cancer 
Screenings,  or  Test  Your  Lungs  screenings  call  948-6262  or 
1 -800-948-6262.  Details  are  available  at  www.mbhs.org 


I  HEALTH  SYSTEMS 

The  Spirit  of  Healthcare 


College  News 


ianiniiimvu 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


First  Church,  McLaurin:  Road  Trip,  June  13  -  16,  6  - 
VBS,  Ramblin'  Road  Trip,  8:30  p.m.;  VBS  Celebration 
June  6  -10,  6  -  8:30  p.m.,  for  concert,  June  17,  6:30  p.m. 
youth,  and  June  20  -  24,  6  -  9  with  Jeff  Slaughter;  admission 
p  m  children  $1.  For  more  mformation,  call 

■'  (601)825-6766. 

Euclatubba  Church,  Saltillo: 

VBS,  June  6  -  10,  6  -  8:15  p.m.  Kokomo  Church,  Kokomo: 

VBS,  June  6  -  10.  Gail  Kessler, 
Harrisville  Church,  Harris-  director;  Glenn  Nace,  pastor, 
ville:  VBS,  Ramblin'  Road  Trip, 

June  6  -  10,  8:30  -  11:45  a.m.  Griffin  Memorial  Church, 

Jackson:  VBS,  June  12  - 16;  6  -  8 
Wayside  Church,  Vicks-  p.m.;  ages  4  through  6th  grade, 
burg:  VBS,  June  6  -  10,  8:30  - 

11:30  a  m.,  aees  5 -12.  Liberty  Church,  Liberty: 


Bibliocivher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1V32  -  200s 
copyrighted  2005 


ZVAC  GSHT  MENCTLL  VP 


AED,  sew  XHETW,  LSJECR, 


NAEL  MSL  AT  VP  MAVD  E 


LKSFT,  AT  NASN  XVDTNA 


Haydon,  Keithcart,  and  Winters,  WCC 


SPNTH  DT  EL  KHTPTH 


in  Musical  History  to  Gene 
Winters,  interim  dean  of  the 
Winters  School  of  Music  at 
William  Carey  College. 
Shown  are  Haydon,  Keithcart, 
and  Winters. 


John  Haydon,  San  Jose,  Cal., 
and  his  sister  Betsy  Keithcart, 
Elk  Grove,  Cal.,  presented  an 
autographed  copy  of  the  1917 
edition  of  Helen  and  Clarence 
Dickinson's  book.  Excursions 


HTW  GTPVHT  DT:  PVH  AT 


MSL  GTPVHT  DT. 


ZVAC  VCT:  PEPNTTC 


Clue:  A  =  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  antE 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  One:  Two. 


Liberty  Church,  Jefferson 
Community,  Carroll  County:  Home¬ 
coming,  June  5;  worship,  10:45  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  on  the  grounds  and 
music,  1:30  p.m.;  Paul  Miller,  preaching; 
Lavonne  Swindle,  music. 

Indian  Springs  Church,  Petal:  Home¬ 
coming,  June  5;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  followed  by 
afternoon  service,  1:30  p.m.  Mugsy 
Davis,  preaching;  the  Gap  Band, 
Carterville  Church,  Petal,  music;  Brad 
Howard,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Sum^'all:  Centennial 
revival,  June  19-22;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Harold  Bryson, 
Eddie  Hamilton,  Don  Nerren,  George 
Berger,  and  David  Waits,  preaching; 
Daniel  Lee,  Bill  Herman,  and  Phillip 
Butler,  musje. 


Some  Things  Are  Worth  Waiting  For! 

A  new  pastor*..  - 
A  new  campus... 


4>LifcWa' 


Busm  prtMNtod  tor  LitoWaY  by 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales 


For  i  t  monllis,  \Iomson  llrijihls 
Baptist  Church  has  searched  lor  Cod's 
choice  to  he  our  pastor.  For  65  monllis 
our  church  lias  pursued  Cod’s  vision  for 
a  new  cluirch  facility. 

Our  new  pastor.  Dr.  (irep  Belser,  and 
his  family  vvoidd  like  to  meet  you  at  a 
recejition  held  in  his  honor.  Me  also 
want  to  share  the  vision  that  Cod  has 
given  us  for  a  new  church  building. 

Our  friends  in  Clinton  and  the  melm 
area  are  gladly  invited  to  attend. 

Sunday,  June  5,  1:30-5:50  pm 
Anderson  Hull  -  Mississippi  (killege 

201  Morrison  Dr.,  Clinton,  MS  •  924-5620  •  www.morrisonheighls.org 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  ''' 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  refer^n^s  and  more  ** 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  1 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  W 


BAPTISTS 


Morrison 

Hei^t 


Baptisr^hurch 
\  Family  of  Hope 
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THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 

it 

Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excut ive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 

(601 )  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcvl  @ misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory^ 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningftil,  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor, 
with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 


May  15-25 

Honors 

Builders  SSC,  Hi«liland  BC-Vicluliur« 
Mn.  Doris  Dew 
Bro.  James  Sadler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  Duck 
Mrs.  James  W.  Young,  Sr. 

Ms.  Elizabeth  Y  Pittman 

Memorials 

Mrs.  Eula  Armstrong 

Ms.  Lisa  S.  Stringer 


Tess  Arnold 

Mrs.  Elisabeth  S.  Patterson 
T.  F.  Berry 

Ms.  Cecelia  M.  Brister 
Frank  Bessonette 

Ms.  Alana  Greer 
Curtis  Tillman  Bishop 

Ms.  Cecelia  M.  Bnster 
Mrs.  Linda  Gordon  A  Children 
Ndl  Smith  Class.Plcasant  HiU  BC 
Mrs.  Geneva  Burns 
Margaret  Bishop 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  While 
Mrs.  Pearlie  Blansctt 

Pheba  Baptist  Church 
Joseph  Bodjo 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
HiUmaa  Breland 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  B.  Taylor 
David  Brinson 

Susan  Ward 
Ms.  Mildred  Brister 
Ms  Sue  Brent 
Ms.  Ruth  Guyton 
Mr.  Glyn  Maxwell 
Joe  Buck 

Ms  Mary  M.  MtHgan 
Bobbyc  Burton 

Ms.  Cecelia  M  Brister 
Mr.  Bill  H.  Dasis 

Bob  Collins  Cla-vv,  FBC -Corinth 
Ms.  Mary  1).  Bagley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Downs 
Mimi  Denham 

Mr.  Bernard  ShulT 
Ed  I>il%vorth 

Bob  Collins  Cla.vs.  FBC -Corinth 
Rebecca  DUon 

Graebcr  Brothers  Inc. 

Andre'  Dodd 

Ms.  Cecelia  M.  Bnster 
Mr.  Clyde  "Dale"  Drummonds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  C.  Hardy 
Mrs.  IJlIle  l>uke 

Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
A  Staff 

Willie  Edwards 

The  Fidelis  SSC'. 

Mocristm  Hgts  BC' 

(.'hristine  Ezell 

Ndl  Smith  HasssPIcasanl  Hill  BC 

Mrs.  tteneva  (lardner 

Mr.  Bobby  Gardner 
Annie  Ruth  (latlin 

Mrs.  Geneva  Burns 
Mrs.  Camille  C.  Honea 
Tommy  Gray 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
H.  C.  Greene 

Ms.  Grace  M.  Grubbs 
H.  A.  Griffin,  Jr. 

Sue  Box 

Lucille  P.  McLaurin 
Nellie  Faye  Champion  Hackicr 

Young  at  Heart  SSC.  iA^nodalc  BC 
Robert  Hammond 

Richmemd  A  Annette  Counts 
A  Family 

Debbie  (voodson  Harbin 

Mary  Lynn,  Cheryl  Leigh  A 
Ralph  Pdkins 
Drew  Harrington 

Ms.  Cecelia  M.  Brister 
Jesse  Harrington 

Mr.  Greg  Miles 
Cooper  &  Sue  Hartley 

Jerry  A  Robbie  Berry 
Jane  Henry 

Ms.  Leah  M.  Thornton 
Jeff  (J-Bo)  Hinton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Edwin  Hood 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bozeman 
John  (Bo)  Home 

Tinsley  Baptist  (Thurch 
Boyce  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mickey  DaughdnII 
A  Family 

Lessie  Allen  Johnson 


Ed  A  Betty  Cannon 
James  A  Imogene  Jones 
Tommy  A  Easter  Williams 
Mr.  Boyce  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Gle  Polk 
A  Family 

Mrs.  Ruth  V.  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  H. 
Crawford  Jr. 

Emma  Dukes  Jones 

Jerry  A  Robbie  Berry 
Faye  Junes 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Ezell 
Annie  Mae  Justice 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  L.  R.  Kelly 

Mrs.  Fidelia  P.  Davis 
Sue  Kinabrew 

Willing  Workers  SSC  A 
Pnmelimcrs-Enterpnsc  BC. 
Liberty 

Mother  of  Sherrie  King 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Mrs.  (veorgia  Kyzar 

Siloam  Baptist  Church 
(■rant  Law  I 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T,  Kent^ck 
Mrs.  Iris  Lee 

Julia  A  Avis  L.  Mullins 
Vivrctle  l>ee 

Mr.  Alanson  V.  Tumhough 
Oliver  Mattox 

Supper  Club  Members 
Mr.  (ieorge  McClintock 

Buddy  A  LiiKla  Huff 
Mrs.  Tensie  McDaniel 

Mrs.  Bobbie  M.  Barbee 
Marianne  Mctirath 

Williford,  Gearhart  A  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kevin  J.  Dckrey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Oldham 
Jason  A  Stacey  McRae 
Katnce  A  Jeff  Hadley 
Stephen  A  Miranda  Wickwire 
Mark  On 
Jeremy  Darden 
Bobby  Stephenson 
Angela  Moak 
Adam  Willoughby 
Lori  Beth  Cockrell 
Stephanie  Welch 
Jeff  A  Pam  Erickson 
Bruce  A  Robyn  Vangones 
Dan  A  Mary  Nelson 
Harold  A  Eileen  Hanson 
Kurt  A  Barbara  Bollman 
Patrica  Carrol] 

Jarvis  A  Jean  Brooz 
Agassiz  Middle  School  Staff 
Ryan  "Dooley'*  Miller 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roger  Gilbert. 
LifKbey  A  John 
Jackie  Million 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Edward  Mitchell 

Ms.  Mary  M.  Morgan 
Mary  Agnes  Moore 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Watson 
Maxzine  Morris 

Ms.  Ella  Rec  Magee 
Dr.  John  M.  Norsworthy 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Norsworthy 


James  J.  Overstreet 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  B.  Taylor 
BiU  Phillips 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Brents  Jr. 

Robert  A  Kitty  Powell 
Mr.  Wally  Powell 
Juanita  Ray 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  Gene  Cryder 
Staci  Rhinewall 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  (Thartes  Dew 
Katherine  Robbins 

Pine  Burr  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Lexie  Roberts 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hendneks 
Marion  Rollins 


Nell  Smith  ClassJ*leasani  Hill  BC 
Pete  Ross 

Barr  Whitfield 
Mrs.  Billie  D.  Whitfield 
Wellon  Scoggin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Willie  Mae  Campbell  Smith 
Willing  Workers  SSC. 

East  Fork  BC 
Roy  Speights 

John.  Doug.  Mike  A  Dianne 
Harold  Stringer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kent  Boleware 

Ms.  Grace  M.  Grubbs 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  D^rnnis  L.  McHiail 


Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  M.  Schrader 
Mrs.  Neva  Touchstone 

0*Zioo  BC-Meadville 
Joyner  l.ee  Wade 

Hope  Baptist  diurch 
Karen  Warren 

Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Dorothy  Woolley 

Mrs.  Betty  Jo  Schmidt 
Howard  "Butch"  Young,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  Wayne  Wood 


To  schedule  a  guest  speaker  from 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village  to  share  In 
your  VBS  mission  time  or  commencement 
service  please  contact  us. 

Also,  we  still  have  a  few  of  The  BCV  Missions 
Material  Packets  available  for  your  VBS. 

To  schedule  your  speaker  or  to  order  a  mission 
packet  please  contact  Celeste  Cade  atr% 

.  <  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com 
or  call  601-922-2242. 


Qwi/uvX 


One  of  the  BCV  residents  has  been  chosen  to  participate  in  the  National 
Student  Leadership  Conference  in  Washington  D.C.  this  summer.  We  are  in 
need  olf  financial  sponsors  for  this  trip. 

Also,  a  BCV  resident  is  participating  in  high  school  band  and  is  in  need  of  a 
high  quality  new  or  used  clarinet.  The  resident  will  begin  band  camp  in  July. 


■ATEIIAIS  AWIIIAIIE  NOWI 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has 
continued  its  effort  to  partner  with 
you  to  provide  materials  to  educate 
your  VBS  children  and  in  turn  your 
churches  about  our  ministry.  To  do 
^  ,  this,  we  are  providing  at  no  cost  to  you 

0  orttr  a  aaekat  or  for  oioro  intor- 

,1,  eaiaain  ^  packet  of  materials  that  include: 


To  orOor  a  aaekat  or  for  aiora  intor- 

aiatloa.  Ilaaso  coalact  ealosla  a  packet  of  materials  that  include: 

eatfa,  Pablle  Rafatloat  kaaocMa.  at  .  igssOB  flMS 

ccaaadbaptlatckiMraasvillago.coBi  DUssloa  itorlBS  ¥  MOMUtt 
or  601.122.2242.  HUSSlOB  prOftCl  UtU 


r  monthi 

..y- 

are  full  of  fun  &  ^ 


activities  for 


children  and 
teenagers  In  the 
care  of  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village. 


The  cost  of  providing 
summer  fun  for  160 
children  and  teenagenk^|p  '^ 
is  significant.  You  can 
help  us  by  providing 
the  foJIowing:  <  < 


•  Elbow  & 
Knee  Pads 

•  Wendy's  Gift 
Certificates 


Build  a  Summer  Fun  Gift  Pack  with  these  items: 

towel  •  sunscreen  •  flip  flops  •  goggles 
insect  repellent  •  lotion  •  aloe  vera  gel 

For  more  information  contact: 

Chrystelle  Thames 

cthames(g)baptistchildrensvillage.com 

601.922.2242 


Family  Bible  Study 

Life  Begins  at  Reception 

John  1:10-13;  3:5-8, 14-18,  36 

By  Rhoda  Royce  lesus  called 


either  Christ  or  the  aunt's;  she  told  me  she'd  recog-  God  the  Father,  Initiator 
Father.  In  other  nize  the  dark  Russell  eyebrows  Salvation  (John  3:14-18,36) 
words,  they  missed  anywhere!  CXir  parents'  DNA  In  the  wilderness  in  Mos< 
the  family  likeness,  can  be  traced  in  our  oWn  and  in  day,  as  in  Jesus'  time,  God  w 
This  happens  still.  our  children's  physical  natures,  the  origmator  of  salvation,  ai 
Yet  to  those  who  No  matter  how  much  we  seek  to  the  motive  was  His  love.  Vei 
open  their  hearts  to  "improve"  ourselves,  we  can’t  16  assures  us,  as  Frederi 
Him,  believing  in  His  transcend  our  physical  natures  Faber  put  it,  of  the  "wideness 
name,  or  identity,  Jesus  and  become  something  else  —  God's  mercy." 

Christ  gives  the  right,  unless  the  Spirit  intervenes.  As  I  write  on  Mother's  D, 

or  power,  to  become  Nicodemus, 
the  children  of  God. 

"regeneration"  Human  babies  cannot  be  bom 
Our  study  this  of  their  own  '  "  ‘ 

1  Ae  three  per-  require  outside  help.  We  can 
inity  and  meir  neither  explain  nor  ;  ’ 
spiritual  beget-  describe  Christ's  pow'er,  or 
process  when  authority,  to  recreate  finite  sin- 
a  human  being  ners  of  the  human  family  into 
il  child.  spiritual  children  fully  accept- 

;os  and  Son  ed  into  the  family  of  God.  We 
le  Prologue  to  can,  however,  allow  this  power 
>ropels  us  on  a  to  transform  us.  We  can  trust 
3  eternity,  into  that  the  authority  active  in 
communion  of  physical  creation  we  see 
iwe,  we  recog-  will  someday  present 
activity  in  ^1  "faultless  before  the  presence 
in  sorrow  we  of  his  glory  with  exceeding 
when  He  came  joy"  (Jude  1:24). 

"to  his  own,"  The  Spirit,  Agent  of 
I.  In  John  8:19,  Spiritual  Birth  (3:5-8)  —  Several 
'eason  for  this:  years  ago,  I  was  picked  out  of  a 
lid  not  know  large  crowd  by  a  friend  of  my 


a  prominent  weekend,  an  ocean  separates 
member  of  Jewish  religious  me  from  our  son.  I  know  I 
society,  came  to  talk  to  Jesus  at  never  would  send  him  so  much 
volition.^  They  night.  Nicodemus  may  not  "further"  away,  out  of  eternity 
'  have  known  it,  but  the  Spirit  into  time,  out  of  perfection  into 

adequately  was  already  blowing  in  his  imperfection,  out  of  love  into 
direction,  enabling  him  to  rec-  rejection,  to  suffer  for  others' 
ognize  God's  presence  in  Jesus'  failures  and  to  save  them.  I  can 
acts.  Nicodemus  probably  hardly  imagine  that  kind  of 
regarded  himself  by  virtue  of  love,  but  I  can,  and  I  must, 
his  Jewish  genealo^  as  already  respond  to  it.  No  human  can 
a  member  of  God's  kingdom,  cause  himself  to  be  bom  spiri- 
Jesus  explained  that  only  the  tually,  but  he  can  cause  himself 
the  Spirit  can  bring  forth  a  spiritual  to  die  spiritually  by  refusing  to 
today  nature  and  that  being  born  receive  Christ  Jesus  by  faith, 
us  anew  of  "water  and  Spirit"  is  Rejoice  today  that  as  a  child 
necessary  for  individual  of  God,  you  are  the  inheritor  of 
entrance  into  God's  kingdom,  eternal  life,  through  the  power 
The  Spirit  breathes  ^iritual  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  washing  of 
into  a  new  child  of  God,  purify-  the  Spirit,  and  the  love  of  God. 

ing  the  new  believer  with  the  - 

washing  that  makes  him  a  Rhoda  Royce  is  a  member  of 
"new  creation"  (2  Cor.  5:17).  First  Church,  Clinton. 


sage  of  false  optimism.  God  can  either  stand  tall  or  fall 
called  and  equipped  Ezekiel  to  short.  Let  us  serve  confidently, 
prophesy  the  tough,  but  true,  knowing  that  God  is  in  control, 
message  of  God.  Throughout  the  we  have  His  Word  to  share,  and 
*  ,  '  ‘  ■  1,  in  we  have  his  hand.  His  Spirit,  to 

times  of  great  crisis,  God  had  guide  and  strengthen  us. 

raised  up  great  prophets  and  V . 

leaders  to  take  tough  assign-  to  warn  the 
ments  and  proclaim  His  truth: 

He  still  calls  them  today. 

3.  You  Can  Serve 
Confidently  (3:4-11) 

There  is  an  old  adage  that 
>  —  "You  are  what  you  eat." 

In  chapter  3,  the  Lord  tells 
Ezekiel  to  eat  a  scroll  of  tough 
words  to  preach.  Not  only  cM 
God  give  feekiel  the  words  to 
""y.  He  promised  to  make  him  as 
,  tough  as  the  "hardheaded"  peo- 

Ezekiel  would  declare  the  word  pie  to  whom  he  would  preach, 
of  God  to  them  and  whether  or  There  are  times  when  we 
not  they  believed,  they  would  must  stand  tough.  We  may 
know  that  a  prophet  had  been  have  to  take  a  tough  stand  at 
among  them.  Today,  His  Word  work  by  not  participating  in 
and  our  witness  declare  that  inappropriate  behavior, 


Explore  the  Bible 

Taking  on  a  Tough  Task 

Ezekiel  1:1-3;  2:3-5;  3:4-11 


upon  him,  but  also, 

Ezekiel  saw  the  glory  of  history  of  Israel  and  Judah, 
the  Lord  (1:4-28).  Ezekiel  '  .  .  _  .  . 

needed  to  see  that  Ckxd 
was  still  in  control  on  His 
throne.  Ezekiel's  vision 
offers  assurance  to  us 
today  that,  even  when 
our  assignments  are 
God  is  still  on  His  throne. 

[ay,  and  throughout  eternity,  says 
God  IS  in  control. 

Next  the  Lord  spoke  to 
Ezekiel  (2:1-10).  He  specifically 
described  the  tough  task  of 
preaching  to  a  stiiobom  and  say, 
hardhearted  people  (2:3-5).  I 


Ezekiel  had  a  responsibility 
to  warn  the  people  of  judg¬ 
ment.  Although  life  in  Christ  is 
one  of  great  joy,  hope,  and 
peace.  It  is  also  one  of  great 
responsibility.  Our  Lora  has 
commanded  us  to  be  witnesses 
(Acts  1:8),  to  go  tell,  and  to 
make  disciples  (Matt.  28:19-20). 

We  are  also  admonished: 
"Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith, 

2uit  you  like  men,  be  strong."  (1 
nr.  16:13  KJV)  We  are  afeo  to 
warn  of  the  judgment  every  per¬ 
son  must  face.  It  is  a  tough  task. 
Were  it  not  for  His  power  in  us,  it 
would  be  an  impossible  task, 
(jod  does  not  give  us  a  work  to 
do  without  equipping  us  first. 

.  We  Today,  we,  like  Ezekid,  are  to  be 

may  nave  to  take  a  tough  stand  guidw  by  the  ^irit  in  the  power 
against  a  family  member  or  of  God  to  conmiently  serve  our 
friend  living  in  sin.  We  may  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God. 

have  to  take  a  tough  stand  - - - 

against  a  popular,  but  unbibli-  Schuman  is  pastor  of  Hamilton 
cal,  idea  in  our  community.  We  Church,  Ashland. 


By  Don  Schuman 


discourage  the  peo- 
,  as  only  ^'gloom  and 
doom." 

So  Ezekiel  had  to  be 
tough.  He  had  to  be  creative, 
but  strong,  in  his  preaching. 

His  name  "Ezekiel"  means 
"God  will  strengthen,"  and  he 
needed  God's  strength  to  serve 
Him  during  those  tough  times. 

To  serve  in  this  tough  time, 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
Ezekiel  (v.3).  And  isn't  that  true 
for  us  today?  Especially  in 
tough  times,  Christians  can 
sense  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
upon  us.  In  dangerous  and  dis¬ 
couraging  times  of  service,  we 
are  lifted  up  by  His  hand.  His 
expected.  That  would  be  a  tough  Spirit  enables  us  to  serve, 
message  for  the  nation  to  accept.  2.  You  Can  Take  Tough 
Judah  would  not  like  what  Assignments  (2:3-5) 

Ezekiel  had  to  say.  They  would  To  serve  Him  in  this  extremely 
regard  his  messages  as  attempts  tougji  tinje,  God  first  equipped  day  were  preai 


Schuman 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  i  ' 


and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 
^  ping-  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
BDDMBIH  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 

photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
»  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 

one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
lication  date. 

,  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 

be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  stamped  envelope, 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-light^.  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  E-mail:  baptistrecordOmbcb.org. 


photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  In  writing/ tfe'articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephphe. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  s^ment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  oe  acceded. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissiole. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  alonjg  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


NOBTS  prison  degree  program  spreading  to  Miss 


of  their  fellow  inmates  are  coming  to 
faith  in  Christ  each  year. 

"Christians  don’t  have  to  be  a 
majority  to  have  a  great  influence," 
Kelley  said.  "This  small  number  of 
men,  by  living  and  working  among 
the  other  prisoners,  are  affecting  the 
entire  population  of  the  prison." 

Jimmy  Dukes,  dean  of  the  exten¬ 
sion  center  system  at  NOBTS,  said  the 
Christian  prisoners  should  serve  as  a 
model  for  churches. 

"Those  150  graduates  have  had  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  culture  in 
which  they  live,"  Dukes  said.  "This 
Angola  experietnce  is  the  clearest 
ei^mple  of  thej  church  affecting  its 
culture  that  1  have  seen." 

When  Burl  Cain,  a  Southern  Baptist  lay- 


who  assist  with  the  program. 

Many  of  the  66  men  who  graduated 
received  both  the  associate  in 
Christian  ministry  and  the  bachelor  of 
arts  in  Christian  ministry  degrees,  a 
total  of  117  degrees  from  the  semi¬ 
nar's  Leavell  College. 

Due  to  the  success  of  the  program, 
several  wardens  in  other  states  are 
asking  the  seminary  to  bring  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  their  prisons  as  well,  with 
NOBTS  having  launched  a  similar 
program  at  the  Mississippi  State 
Penitentiary  at  Parchman. 

"The  hardest  thing  to  describe 
about  an  Angola  graduation  is  the 
sense  of  joy  and  love  present  in  the 
room,"  seminary  President  Chuck 
Kelley  said  after  the  event.  "It's  not 
only  in  the  excitement  of  those  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  graduating,  but  more 
than  anything  it  is  the  excitement 
from  the  families." 

Kelley  said  he  talked  with  parents 
who  had  once  given  up  on  their  son 
only  to  find  hope  again  as  they  partici-  the  service  began,  father  cind  daughter 
pa  ted  in  the  service.  The  families  have  enjoyed  a  happy  reunion  and  following 
seen  what  a  difference  faith  in  Christ  the  graduation,  Clifshaque  and  her 
can  make  in  the  lives  of  their  loved  ones,  father  were  able  to  visit  for  several  hours. 
The  faces  of  the  family  members,  he  Young  children  cheered  as  tiieir  fathers 
said,  express  an  indescnoable  joy.  walked  up  to  receive  their  degrees.  One 


POMP  AND  CIRCUMSTANCE  —  New  Orleans  Seminary  President  Chuck 
Kelley  congratulates  one  of  the  graduates  during  May  1 7  seminary  commencement 
services  at  the  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  in  Angola.  The  popular  program  has 
sparked  interest  in  other  state  prison  systems,  including  Mississippi.  (BP  photo) 


16.  Wallerville  Church,  Union 


1 7.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  Mantee  Church,  Mantee 


1 8.  Children's  Musical,  Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen 


16.  Brother  and  sister  David  Carpenter,  Dianne  Neal, 

and  Elizabeth  Vanland-  Ryan  Spencer,  Preston 

ingham,  members  of  Sullivan,  Zach  Williams, 

Wallerville  Church,  Amber  Hudspeth,  Kristin 

Union  Association,  are  Young,  Kayla  Davis,  and 

shown  wearing  their  Caitlin  Carty. 

Sunday  School  ^rfect 

attendance  pins.  David,  18.  Friendship  Church,  Aber- 
14,  has  14  years  perfect  deen,  presented  the  chil- 
attendance  and  Elizabeth,  dren's  musical.  It's  Cool  in 
10,  has  10  years  perfect  the  Furnace,  May  1.  Shown 
attendance.  are  the  participants. 

17.  Mantee  Church, , Mantee,  19.  Meadow  Grove  Church, 

recognizes  their  youth  Bible  Brandon,  recognizes  their 

drillers.  Shown  are  Joseph  Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 


Anna  Schell,  Laurel 
Bynum,  Amy  Ray,  Kelsey 
Pettus,  and  Andrew  V^lson. 


BAPTISTS 


1 9.  Bible  Drillers,  Meadow  Grove  Church,  Brandon 


